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The best laid plans

The best laid schemes o’ Mice an’ Men,
Gang aft agley,
An’ lea’e us nought but grief an’ pain,
For promis’d joy!

(The best laid schemes of Mice and Men often go awry, And
leave us nothing but grief and pain, For promised joy!)- Thus
wrote Robert Burns, a Scottish national poet in his poem ‘To a
Mouse’. The poem, although written more than two centuries
ago (1786), has gained greater significance especially in the
background of our present social and political imbroglios
threatening to overshadow the precious little progress and
development that have managed to creep in, more as a result of
the unceasing pace of progress percolating down to our society
rather than from any proactive or earnest efforts from any
quarter. Even though the state is situated at a geopolitically
disadvantaged coordinate, the aspirations and ambitions of its
people are nothing short of the contemporaries from oceans
across. The ever-hopeful and naive public of Manipur has been
fed lies, half-truths and cooked up stories, perhaps much more
than is humanly bearable to the point that all we can ever be
sure of is to continue to hope- hope for life and a better future.
We have been hoping, and will undoubtedly continue to, for a
life where allocated basic facilities are provided, for a life where
one’s faiths and beliefs can be practiced without hesitation, for
a life when one can keep and enjoy one’s own hard earned
pleasures, for a life when those elected to administer listened
and followed their conscience rather than their greed and ego,
but most of all, for a Manipur when one’s concerns are listened
with empathy and understanding.

It is impossible to satisfy everyone all the time, but that
should not be used to explain away the increasing voices of unrest,
anger, anguish and exasperation in the state. For all practical
purposes, for every step taken towards development, the state
is collectively taking two steps backwards, one- from the ill-
intents and opportunistic attitude from everyone connected with
the projects or activities, and two- for the feeling of distrust,
suspicion and alienation every single public activity stokes instead
of the other way round.

For years now if not decades, we have been promised and
assured everything under the sun, including the moon, and yet
ground realities taught us to watch every step lest we end up
getting drowned in the puddle during the monsoons or dried up
in the searing summer heat. Every single developmental projects
have become a mere opportunity for personal enrichment for
everybody having a say, and emphasis have shifted from
‘Development’ to “Distribution’ with cronies of the high and
mighty vying for the lion’s share of every and any work,
complicated in no small measure by the increasing hordes of
self-proclaimed saviours of the people diving in the already
confused fray.

The declining trust and confidence of the public towards the
government, bureaucracy and the armed activists is but a natural
and rational reaction of the people who have had enough of the
promises, assurances and ideologies behind which each have
their own tainted agenda. Now, the smoke of uncertainty is
thinning up and the screen can no longer hold back the
uncomfortable truth. The awakened public has started looking
for examples not eloquence.

Gujarat HC quashes 10 % quota fd
economically backward classes

PTI itis indeed reservation.

Ahmedabad,Aug 4: The Gujarat The court also observed that 1Gegpardise strategic stabilityreactors to Pakistan,” CRS said.
Hig_h Court today quashed a statepercent reservation for poor amongyetween the two countries,” theAccording to CRS report, although“The collapse or near-collapse
ordlnanc_e on 10 per cent quota fotthe unreserved category takes th@ongressional Research ServicPakistan has made significanthe Pakistani government
economically backward classestotal quota beyond 50 percent,crs) said in its latest report onreforms in this area, many observerprobably the most likely scenari
among the unreserved categary  which is not permitted as per thenyclear weapons of Pakistan.
a setback to BJP government whictSupreme Cours' earlier decision.
had taken the step to pacify theThe high court also said that statgypartisan research body of the USould obtain material or expertiseit said. Noting that the main securi
government gave the reservation t¢ongress, prepares periodic reporteelated to nuclear weapons fronchallenges for Pakistasnuclear|
Terming the ordinance issued onEBCs without any study or g jssues of importance forelements in Pakistan.

agitating Patel community

May 1 as “inappropriate and scientific data.

uncor]stitutional”, adivision bench The state government pleadeﬁecigions, Itis not considered as anbservers, spent fuel from Pakisgn’physical securityand preventing
of Chief Justice R Subhash Reddyrequested the court to stay its ordesgficial view or report of the US Karachi and Chasma nuclear poweilicit proliferation from insiders, the
and Justice V M Pancholi said thatso that they can approach Supremgongress.

Rajnath Singh attends Saarc meet
Nawaz Sharif dubs Kashmir ‘not
India’s internal matter

P Kashmir as an internal matter foradded.

Islamabad,Aug 4: Home Minister India. He asked Pakistani envoys
Rajnath Singh arrived in IslamabadAhead of Rajnatls visit Islamabad, apprise the world that “the Kashm
onWednesday for the Souffsian Jamaat-ud-Dawah chief Hafiz Saeedvas not an internal matter of Indig|
Association for Regional had asked the Pakistani governmeriffhe ambassador should make t|

ABrachandas
second innings
as Nepal PM

PTI

New Delhi,Aug 4: Puspa Kamal
oDahal, 61, who was elected as
ir Nepals 24th prime minister in 26
".years onWednesday by the
heNepalese parliament, is the former

Cooperation (Saarc) interiornotto allow Rajnath to visit Pakistanworld feel that Kashmir is not the Maoist rebel chief, who still uses
ministers’ meet. The Union ministerand has warned of a nationwidenternal problem of India, as India his nom de guerre “Prachanda” or

had earlier announced that herotest if Singh does visit thealready accepted it as dispu|
would be focusing on Dawood country In fact, a group oill Parties territory and the UN also declare

tethe “fierce one.”
dHe is known as the man who played

Ibrahim — designated a globalHurriyat Conference workers held ait as a dispute between India anda key role in a decade-long

terrorist — and cross-borderprotest in Rawalpindi againstPakistan,” he said.

terrorism. Rajnath Singhs arrival in the “We cannot dbrd a conflict. If we
Just ahead of the meeting, Uniorcountry Mishal Malik — the wife of became part of any conflict, the
Home Secretary Rajiv MehrishiYasin Malik, chairman of Jammuour progress in the social a
announced that there would be nd&ashmir Liberation Front— also led economic fields would be affected
bilateral meeting between Rajnatha token protest against Rajnath’ he said. He said Pakistan wa
and his Pakistani counterpartvisit in front of the National Press peace in the world on the basis
Chaudhry Nisafli Khan. Howevey Club. honour dignity and equality‘But
Rajnath along with his counterpartsAlthough the Pakistani prime our desire for friendly ties shoul
from Saarc countries will call on minister promised the highestnot be considered as weakné¥s.
Pakistan Prime Minister Nawazsecurity for the Indian ministehe believe in mutual interests, respe
Sharif. made a provocative statement justor sovereignty and non|
Speculation was rife ahead of hisahead of the meet. Emphasising thanhterference in the affairs of otherg
visit on how the countries Kashmiris “not an internal matter” Sharif had said.
would discuss the prevailingofIndia, he said, “@day Kashmiris Before leaving for Islamabad t
violence in the KashmValley after witnessing a new wave of freedomattend the day-long conferenc
the death of Hizbul Mujahideenmovement.” Singh had said he was “lookin
commander BurhaiWani. The “This movement is running into the forward to

home minister had earlier blamecbloods of third generation of underscore the imperative
Pakistan for the unrest in JammwKashmiri people and the world hasmeaningful cooperation within th)
and Kashmir and had said thatitself seen its intensity in the wakeregion against terrorism an|
terrorism in India is “Pakistan- of 8 July” Sharif said, referring to organised crime.”

sponsored.” the killing of Hizbul commander “This conference provides
“Kashmir is Indias crown ¢nukut).  BurhanWani in Kashmir platform to discuss
It is heaven and the neighbouringThe Kashmiri youth are writing new pertaining to security Singh had
country is keeping an evil eye on itchapters of sacrifices to get the righsaid, who is also expected to t
| am hopeful that the pride ofto self determination,” he said.Pakistan to stop sponsoring ter!
Kashmir will be restored,” he had“They have lost eyesight due toin India and rein in groups lik
said. Even a spokesman of the UBullets but the desire for freedom isLashkere-Taiba and Jaish-¢|
State Department had describeduiding them to the destination,” heMohammed.

Instability in Pakistan could impact
safety of nuclear weapons: CRS

PTI “in response to the US-Indiain the security of its facilities an
Washington, Aug 4: Continued Peaceful Nuclear Cooperationhave said that Islamabad has
instability in Pakistan could impactAgreement”, according to a 2015plans to transport spent fuel fro|
safety of its nuclear weapons andNuclear ProliferationPAssessment either reactorit said.
materials, a latest US Congressiondbtatement submitted by the Obam&urthermore, CRS said chron|
report has said as it described th&dministration to Congress, it said.political instability in Pakistan an

sale of two nuclear reactors byChina argues that the contracts fotslamabads military eforts against

China to Pakistan a violation of theChasma -3 and -4 are grandfatheredhe Taliban and al-Qaeda ha:
NSG guidelines.

“While US and Pakistani officials did not agree to grandfather anyof the countrys nuclear weapons.

continue to express confidence iradditional reactors. “Some observers fear th

pons, continued instability in2008 to allow nuclear trade with India,could be obtained by terrorists

but Countryman stated that the NSGaised concerns about the security,

insurgency that toppled a Hindu
monarchy and transformed the
nHimalayan nation from a kingdom

dto a socialist-communist peopse’
," republic.
tPrachanda won 363 votes out of the
o573 cast in the 595-member
parliament orWednesday setting
d him on the path to become the
eighth prime minister of Nepal since
cthe 239-year-old monarchy was
- abolished eight years ago.
,"Prachanda& confirmation was
virtually assured thanks to the
o support of the centrist Nepali
e,Congress, the biggest party in
gparliament, and an alliance of
several small parties.
fUnder a widely reported power-
e sharing deal, Nepali Congress
dleader Sher Bahadur Deuba is
expected to take over from
a Prachanda before Nepal holds a

issuesgeneral election at the beginning of

2018.
ellThe alliance between the two men
owould seem ironical given that
e Deuba as the prime minister in 2001
- offered a bounty of 50 lakh
Nepalese rupees (Rs.30.12 lakh) for
Prachanda in 2001 at the peak of
the Maoist insurgency that
Prachanda led. The Maoists hit
back in 2003, ambushing Deuba’
convoy but he escaped unhurt,
according to media reports.
This is Prachanda’second stint as
B prime minister since 2008—he
"fbeaded the first Maoist-led
Mgovernment in Nepal but had to
step down in 2009 after a run-in with
Cthe Nepalese army

He takes office at a critical period in
Nepalese history when there are
€deep divisions over the countsy’
Bhew Constitution that was
approved last yeaDnWednesday
the promised to unite a country hit

rols over Pakistas’nuclear The NSG changed its guidelines irPakistars strategic nuclear assetsoy deadly protests over the

Plconstitutional changes. The Prime

the country could impact thesebut the group does not allow tradeused by elements in the Pakistanpinister's post had been left vacant

safeguards. Furthermore, continuewith Pakistan. "At present, China isgovernment. HoweveUs oficials
Indian and Pakistani nuclearapparently the only countryhave generally

since last week after Communist

expressedparty of Nepal-United Marxist

weapons development couldplanning to sell nuclear powerconfidence in the security gf Leninist (CPN-UML) chairman K.P

Pakistars nuclear weapons,” it sai

continue to be concerned that othein which militants or terrorists coul
CRS, which is an independent angtates or terrorist organisationsacquire Pakistani nuclear weapon

arsenal are keeping the integrity
lawmakers for them to take informedCRS said, according to somethe command structure, ensuri

d. Sharma Oli tendered his resignation
Dffollowing the Maoists withdrawal
Sof support to the coalition
O government.

j‘Prachanda also has the task of
B overseeing the reconstruction of
Wthe country lamge parts of which
were devastated by a massive
Ofearthquake on 2&pril last year
N%reviously known to have a distinct
anti-India stance, Prachanda seems
to have softened his line on ties

plants could be vulnerable to thefreport said some observers are alsg;ith India. In 2008, Prachanda

such quota is not a classification,Court, following which the HC n jts'30-page report datedigust or attack. However Pakistani concerned about the risk of nucleagisited China before India, breaking

as claimed by the government, buissued a two-week stay on its order; the CRS said that the China sellingfficials have expressed confidencavar between India and Pakistan,
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nuclear reactors to Pakistan fpr N N - o,
chasa-3 and chasma-4 arelin  |[ndian Foreign Services recruits
violation of the current Nuclear

Suppliers Group (NSG) guideline
“US officials and other NSG
members have said that the Chasméalew Delhi,Aug 4: A parliamentary a matter of surprise” that even lo
3 and -4 sales by China al
inconsistent with current Nuclear“deterioration” in the quality of the service.

Suppliers Group (NSG) guidelines,"recruits to the Indian Foreign Service'This development is both
CRS said in its reports, days afte(IFS) and said it is “imperative” that symptom and a reason for t
another US-based think-taAkms | only the best are selected.
Control Association (ACA) madeg

. quality falling: Parliamentary pane

a tradition of new Nepali leaders
making New Delhi their first foreign
port of call At present, New Delts’
assessment seems to be that
'lPrachands’ elevation is good for
Indo-Nepal ties which experienced
~turbulence under his predecessor

epanel has expressed concern ovemnked candidates are able to erjtepj.

Oli’s visit to China earlier this year
B (though after a visit to India) and
€his efforts to forge a closer

s e erosion of prestige inthe IFS,” saideconomic partnership with Beijing
“The committee is concerned at thehe committee, whose members,a( ruffled feathers in India.

similar allegations. Contracts fgrdeterioration in quality of recruits to include Sugata Bose (Trinamoplggorn to Muktiram Dahal and
Chasma-1 and -2 were concludgthe IFS. This is happening at a timeCongress), Karan Singh and Rahup

before China joined the NSG in 2004when the lure and appeal of the civilGandhi (Congress), Mohamma
sservice examination has increasedalim (CPI-M), Supriya Sule (NCR) earned a degree in agricultural

At that time, other NSG membel
agreed “to grandfather constructioriremendously the Sanding and Swapan Dasgup
of plants in Pakistan which ChinaCommittee on ExternaAffairs (Nominated). While the “relativi
had initiated,"Assistant Secretary headed by Shashi Tharoorcharm” of the IFS has waned wi
of State Thomas Countryman sgidCongress) said in its report tablednore opportunities of foreign trav
during a May 12, 2015 Senaten parliament ofuesday in recent years, the Extermifairs

UBhawani Dahal in 1954 in Kaski
ddistrict in western Nepal, Prachanda

Ascience and worked as a school
® teacher for four years before
thturning to politics.

el He entered active politics in 1979
by joining CPN-M. He became the

Foreign Relations CommitteeThe panel said that unlike in the pasMinistry “has acknowledged that general secretary of Communist

hearing. when only those obtaining thepeople in the top 10 may n

tParty Nepal-Maoist (CPN-Maoist)

In 2008, China and Pakistan agreetlighest ranks in civil services examnecessarily opt for the Indiahnn 1995, a year after the party lost

to the Chasma-3 and -4 constructipmere taken into IFS, “it has come agForeign Service”, said the panel.

all its seats in the polls.

Edited by Rinku Khumukcham, Owned and Published by Iboyaima Khuman at Keishamthong Elangbam Leikai, Imphal and Printed\bis thinplaal Times Printers, Elangbareikai ImphalWest, Contact No2452159, Resident EditodeetAkoijam



